
In addition to the popular BSc (Hons) Building Engineering Degree and BSc (Hons) Building 

Control Engineering Degree the ABE is now pleased to offer a BSc (Hons) Fire Safety Degree 

 

Each Degree programme has been developed in conjunction with the Professor of Building 

Engineering Paul Watson and his team at Sheffield Hallam University, and is designed to meet the 

Quality Assurance Agencyõs subject benchmark for graduates in Building and Surveying. Members 

will have the opportunity to gain knowledge on the learning outcomes for building engineers as 

defined by the Construction Industry Board (CIB) Educational Framework. The awards are 

validated by Sheffield Hallam University.  

  

BSc (Hons) Fire Safety  

BSc (Hons) Building Engineering 

BSc (Hons) Building Control Engineering 

Benefits  

 

The programmes enable ABE members, at 

both associate and corporate levels, to: 

 

¶ Achieve an honours level degree 

¶ Develop academic and lifelong learning  

 skills  

¶ Increase subject specific knowledge and 

 skills in professional practice 

¶ Allow associates to progress to full ABE 

 membership 

¶ Develop and maintain required levels of 

 CPD 

 

The courses increase your understanding of 

research methods. Students learn through  

 

¶ Tutorials 

¶ Workshops 

¶ Seminars 

¶ Group work 

¶ Directed independent study. 

 

 

 

Delivery  

 

The course leader for each programme, 

Norman Watts, leads a team of tutors to 

deliver the course modules at the ABE 

Headquarters in Northampton. The 

Association of Building Engineers is 

responsible for the hosting and delivery of the 

programme. Delivery of lectures, tutorials and 

seminars is offered on a part-time basis and 

each taught session takes place over a Friday 

and Saturday morning.  



ENTRY  REQUIREMENTS   

 

The minimum entry criteria is 240 academic credits (or CATS points).  

 

Candidates with a HND or Foundation Degree can obtain direct entry to either of the Degree programmes as they will 

normally have reached the minimum level of 240 academic credits.  

 

A candidate with a HNC qualification will have points varying between 120 credits and the 240 credit level threshold 

depending upon the number of module/units completed with the original educational establishment.  

 

For all qualifications that fall short of 240 points, entry to the top-up award will be through the Universityõs Accreditation 

of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL) route. This simply means that the candidate will be required to provide a written 

report prior to starting the actual BSc (Hons) programme. This report in essence makes up the shortfall in credit points 

and forms part of the top-up degree.  

 

Each candidate will be reviewed on an individual basis by Sheffield Hallam University to confirm the number of credit 

points previously obtained.  

 

Sheffield Hallam University will provide, 2 half day sessions, at ABE HQ in Northampton, to any HNC candidates wishing 

to bridge this credit gap.  On completion of the sessions the candidate will then prepare and submit a written report for 

assessment. 

 

On satisfactory completion of the report, the candidate will be invited on to the top-up degree programme starting in 

September 2008 or February 2009 (dependant on APEL completion dates). 

  

There is a fee for the submission and assessment of the report and this will vary depending upon the number of credit 

points a HNC candidate already has. The cost to the HNC candidate will be £100 per 10 credit shortfall. Evidence of 

existing credit points must be provided at the start of session 1. 

 

(Example, a HNC candidate wishing to enrol on the top-up degree programme with 150 credit points will have a 90 credit 

shortfall. The fee will be: 90 credits divided by 10 x £100. Example 90/10 x £100 = £900) 

 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  

 

If English is not your first language you must demonstrate appropriate levels of English language competence including 

 

¶ British Council International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) overall band 6.5 

¶ Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English (CAE) Pass 

¶ Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA)/Northern Examinations and Assessment Board (NEAB) University 

 Entrance test in English for Speakers of Other Languages (UETESOL) Pass 

¶ Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score 550 (paper based) or 213+ (computer based) 

 

BSc (Hons) Fire Safety  

BSc (Hons) Building Engineering 

BSc (Hons) Building Control Engineering 


